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Introduction: 

Asphalt modification is an important area to develop new road and 

pavement materials, due to the urgent demand for cover the roads 

needs to minimize fracture at low temperatures and increase their 

resistance to deformation at high temperatures. Asphalt function is to 

bind aggregate to protect from water and other harmful agents, in the 

beginning, asphalt was good for this purpose, but recently the traffic 

load has increased and the environmental factors worsened 

deteriorating more rapidly than before. Asphalt is a byproduct of 

crude oil in the refining process, and it is considered a complex 

heterogeneous mixture of hydrocarbons. The asphalt modification has 

become in an important research area, using several methods and 

different materials as modifiers, among the most important polymers 

and Nano clays recently. The modified asphalt thermal stability, phase 

separation, rotational viscosity penetration and rheological behavior 

are the most important properties to allow determine the effect of 

modifiers in asphalt mixtures. Also a way to evaluate the modifiers 

dispersion in asphalt is fluorescence microscopy that explains why the 

mechanical performance improves.  
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Introduction to Asphalt 

 What is Asphalt? 
o Asphalt, also known as bitumen, is a viscous, black, and 

sticky substance used in road construction and paving. It is 

derived from crude oil and is the primary binder in most 

road pavements. 

o Composition: Asphalt consists of a mix of bitumen (a 

binding agent) and aggregates such as sand, gravel, and 

crushed stone. 

How do Polymers Improve Asphalt Materials? 

  * Increased Flexibility: Polymers give asphalt materials greater 

flexibility, making them able to withstand bending and cracking 

caused by traffic and changing temperatures. 

  * Improved Abrasion Resistance: Polymers increase the 

resistance of asphalt materials to abrasion caused by friction with 

tires and weather conditions. 

  * Reduced Cracking: Polymers reduce the likelihood of cracks 

occurring in asphalt materials, which increases their lifespan. 

  * Improved Resistance to Extreme Temperatures: Polymers help 

asphalt materials withstand high and low temperatures, making 

them suitable for use in various climatic regions. 

  * Increased Adhesion Strength: Polymers enhance the adhesion 

strength between asphalt materials and other components such 

as aggregates, which improves the overall performance of the 

road. 
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Asphalt Modification Methods 

Asphalt modification involves the incorporation of various additives 

to enhance its characteristics. Here are some of the most common 

methods and materials used to modify asphalt: 

                         1. Polymer-Modified Asphalt (PMA) 

 Overview: This is one of the most common methods of asphalt 

modification, where polymers (such as styrene-butadiene-

styrene (SBS) or styrene-butadiene rubber (SBR)) are added to 

the asphalt. 

 Purpose: It improves the flexibility, elasticity, and high-

temperature performance of the asphalt, making it more resistant 

to rutting, cracking, and aging. 

 Benefits:  

o Better resistance to thermal cracking and rutting. 

o Enhanced waterproofing properties. 

o Increased lifespan of asphalt pavements. 

 Applications: Roads with heavy traffic, airport runways, and 

high-stress pavements. 

 

2. Rubber-Modified Asphalt 

 Overview: This involves adding ground tire rubber (GTR) to 

asphalt, usually through a process known as dry or wet blending. 

 Purpose: The rubber enhances the asphalt's ability to resist 

cracking, rutting, and aging. 

 Benefits:  

o Improved resistance to oxidation and aging. 

o Increased flexibility at low temperatures. 

o Reduced noise levels on road surfaces. 

 Applications: Highway pavements, resurfacing of roads, and 

rural roads. 
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3. Crumb Rubber Modified Asphalt (CRMA) 

 Overview: A form of rubber-modified asphalt, crumb rubber is 

produced from recycled tires and mixed with asphalt either 

through a wet or dry process. 

 Purpose: CRMA enhances the performance of asphalt by 

improving its elasticity and resistance to aging. 

 Benefits:  

o Environmentally friendly (due to the recycling of used 

tires). 

o Improved fatigue resistance and reduced cracking. 

o Enhanced noise reduction properties. 

 Applications: High-traffic highways and long-lasting surface 

treatments. 

4. Fiber-Reinforced Asphalt 

 Overview: In this modification, fibers (such as polyester, 

cellulose, or glass fibers) are added to asphalt to improve its 

structural integrity and enhance performance. 

 Purpose: The fibers help prevent cracking and improve the 

toughness of the asphalt. 

 Benefits:  

o Improved crack resistance. 

o Better resistance to rutting. 

o Enhanced stability and durability. 

 Applications: Pavements that face high traffic volumes and 

extreme environmental conditions. 
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5. Nano-Modified Asphalt 

 Overview: Nanotechnology is being employed in asphalt 

modification to improve its properties by adding nanoparticles 

such as silica, carbon nanotubes, or nano-clays. 

 Purpose: Nanomaterial's enhance the structural properties of the 

asphalt, improving its resistance to aging, cracking, and 

deformation. 

 Benefits:  

o Improved fatigue life and resistance to thermal cracking. 

o Enhanced performance at lower temperatures. 

o Increased durability and water resistance. 

 Applications: Urban roadways, high-performance pavements, 

and bridges. 
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6. Polyolefin-Modified Asphalt 

 Overview: Polyolefin polymers, such as polyethylene and 

polypropylene, are used to modify asphalt, providing better 

performance. 

 Purpose: These polymers improve the resistance of asphalt to 

thermal and oxidative aging. 

 Benefits:  

o Increased resistance to deformation. 

o Improved high-temperature stability. 

 Applications: Roadways and surfaces exposed to heavy load 

traffic. 
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Conclusion 

Asphalt modification is an essential development in civil engineering 

aimed at improving the quality, durability, and sustainability of road 

infrastructure. With the use of polymers, rubber, fibers, and even 

nanotechnology, modified asphalt addresses critical challenges such 

as aging, cracking, and rutting, while also contributing to the 

recycling of materials like used tires. For civil engineering students, 

understanding these modifications is crucial for designing long-

lasting, cost-effective, and environmentally friendly infrastructure. 

By researching and applying the appropriate types of modified 

asphalt, engineers can significantly improve the lifespan and 

performance of paved surfaces in different environmental and traffic 

conditions. 
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Comparison of Conventional Asphalt and Polymer-

Modified Asphalt 

Introduction: 

Various tests are conducted on both conventional and polymer-

modified asphalt to evaluate their properties and determine their 

compliance with standard specifications. These tests help 

determine the quality of the asphalt and its suitability for use in 

different road projects. 

First: Tests on Conventional Asphalt: 

 * Penetration Test: Measures the hardness of the asphalt, where 

a lower penetration number indicates higher hardness. 

Conventional asphalt has a relatively higher penetration number. 

  * Viscosity Test: Measures the resistance of the asphalt to flow. 

Conventional asphalt exhibits lower viscosity compared to 

modified asphalt. 

 * Ductility Test: Measures the ability of the asphalt to stretch 

before it breaks. Conventional asphalt possesses less ductility. 

  * Softening Point Test: Measures the temperature at which the 

asphalt begins to soften. Conventional asphalt has a lower 

softening point. 

Second: Tests on Polymer-Modified Asphalt: 

In addition to the tests mentioned above, additional tests are 

conducted on polymer-modified asphalt to assess the impact of 

polymers on its properties: 

 * Elastic Recovery Test: Measures the ability of the asphalt to 

recover its original shape after the load is removed. Polymer-

modified asphalt exhibits higher elastic recovery. 



9 
 

  * Cracking Resistance Test: Measures the resistance of asphalt to 

cracking under repeated stress. Modified asphalt has higher 

cracking resistance. 

  * Rutting Resistance Test: Measures the resistance of asphalt to 

permanent deformation caused by traffic load. Modified asphalt 

demonstrates better rutting resistance. 

  * Temperature Susceptibility Test: Measures the extent to which 

asphalt is affected by changes in temperature. Modified asphalt is 

less susceptible to temperature fluctuations. 

Comparative Results: 

Property Conventional 
Asphalt 

Polymer-Modified 
Asphalt | 

| Penetration Higher Lower 
Viscosity Lower Higher 
Ductility Lower Higher 
Softening Point Lower Higher 
Elastic Recovery Lower Higher 
Cracking Resistance Lower Higher 
Rutting Resistance Lower Higher 
Temperature 
Susceptibility 

Higher Lower 

 

Significance of Results: 

  * Conventional Asphalt: Suitable for use in roads with light to 

medium traffic, where high performance is not required. 

  * Polymer-Modified Asphalt: Used in roads with heavy traffic, 

highways, airports, and bridges, where high performance and 

resistance to rutting and cracking are required. 
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Summary: 

Test results show that polymer-modified asphalt has better 

properties than conventional asphalt, making it the best choice 

for applications that require high performance and durability. 

However, the cost of modified asphalt is higher than conventional 

asphalt. 

Note: 

These results are general results, and the actual results may vary 

depending on the type of polymer used, the percentage of 

addition, and the test conditions. 
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Types of Pavement Deterioration 

In case you were unaware of the vulnerability and fragility of 
asphalt, here are the main types of damage it tends to make 
and the variety of ways it tends to deteriorate over time. 
  
1. POTHOLES 

Potholes, one of the most well-known types of asphalt 
damage, occur when the area beneath the surface of the 
asphalt has been compromised, not repaired, and completely 
failed. This eventually leads to a depression in the pavement, 
known as a pothole. Potholes are dangerous and can lead to 
injuries as well as vehicle damage.  
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2. FATIGUE CRACKS 

Another common type of asphalt damage, which can occur 
even more frequently than potholes, is fatigue cracking. These 
cracks often appear in a pattern similar to shattered glass or a 
spiderweb. They can occur either from water damage or an 
improperly installed subsurface.  
Traffic and repeated heavy loads on the surface are then 
improperly distributed, resulting in cracking due to an improper 
weight distribution across the surface of the asphalt 

 
.  
3. BLOWOUTS 

Essentially, a blowout is a massive pothole. Whereas potholes 
are relatively small in size, a blowout is like a shallow sinkhole, 
often expanding multiple feet across and lengthwise. Their 
cause is the same as for potholes, a failed base beneath the 
surface of the paved area. 
4. REFLECTION CRACKS  

Over time, when older cracks are simply covered up with more 
asphalt, reflection cracks develop. These are mirror images of 
the underlying cracks, hence their name. 
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5. SINKHOLE 

A sinkhole is one of the worst types of pavement deterioration. 
Sinkholes are the result of a complete erosion of the 
subsurface, usually from improper drainage or sewer  or 
plumbing leaks. These create a hole in the pavement and can 
cause massive vehicle damage and injury if not addressed 
immediately.  
6. BLOCK CRACKS 

Block cracks appear as randomly arranged linear cracks, often 
several feet apart. They develop when an asphalt lot does not 
get much traffic, and the surface shrinks horizontally as the 
asphalt ages. They will result in water penetration and other 
asphalt problems if not filled.  
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7. RUTTING 

Rutting or ruts are caused by vehicle traffic. They appear as 
depressions in the shape and direction of commonly driven 
areas, usually the same size and shape as vehicle tracks. They 
develop if the asphalt does not have the capacity to bear the 
loads that are being carried on it 
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8. RAVELING 

Raveling is asphalt damage that occurs when the gravel in the 
asphalt loosens and spreads. This will happen over time if the 
surface of the asphalt has oxidized. Raveling weakens the 
surface of the asphalt and will lead to greater issues if not 
treated. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
9. SHOVING 

Shoving appears on the surface of asphalt as bumps or raised 
areas. It’s usually found where heavy vehicle loads regularly 
start and stop, causing inordinate asphalt distress in these 
areas.  
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10. UPHEAVAL  

Upheaval appears as a raised, often broken-open area of 
asphalt and is caused by an underlying swelling of the 
subsurface, which can be caused by frost or expanding soils 

 
 
 
 
 
11. PEELING 

Peeling occurs when the surface layer of the asphalt dries out 
over many years and begins to peel away, revealing the sub-
layer of asphalt that had been previously laid. 
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12. ROOT CRACKS 

Root cracks are caused by tree roots growing underneath a 
paved asphalt surface. They appear as winding, raised linear 
bumps and can eventually open up to become larger cracks.  
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13. LINEAR CRACKS 

Linear cracks are long cracks that develop primarily when 
water is able to penetrate the surface of the asphalt pavement. 
They are very likely to develop into open holes and require 
immediate attention.  
 

 
 

 
 

 


